Intraoperative use of nylon bands in fracture fixation.
Nylon tie bands are introduced as an intraoperative aid in the application of internal fixation. Their use for holding metal plates on reduced fractures is advantageous over metal clamps in that they do not impede access to the fracture site, are easily applied, keep intraoperative injury to soft tissue at a minimum, and reduce manipulatory efforts at the fracture site, decreasing operating time. Scuffing of metal plates is eliminated. A technique for their use is described. Our experience with the nylon tie bands indicates that they are an effective adjunct, as opposed to conventional metal clamps, in open reduction and internal fixation of fractures in our institution.